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Welcome to Peterborough Cathedral online! 

 
The president gives an informal introduction to the service, and then says: 

 
 

Grace, mercy and peace  

from God our Father  

and the Lord Jesus Christ  

be with you. 

All  And also with you. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

All  He is risen indeed! Alleluia!  

 

 

The president invites those listening to join in with singing the first hymn 

 

Hymn 
 

 
 
Christ is alive! Let Christians sing. 

His cross stands empty to the sky. 

Let streets and homes  

with praises ring. 

His love in death shall never die. 

 

Not ‘throned above, remotely high, 

untouched, unmoved by human pains 

but daily, in the midst of life our 

Saviour, with the Father reigns. 

 

Christ is alive! His Spirit burns 

through this and every future age, 

till all creation lives and learns 

his joy, his justice, love and praise. 

  

 
Words: Brian Wren (b. 1936) 

Tune: Truro 

 



Reading  

 

Now this is the commandment—the statutes and the ordinances—that 

the LORD your God charged me to teach you to observe in the land that you are 

about to cross into and occupy, so that you and your children and your children’s 

children may fear the LORD your God all the days of your life, and keep all his 

decrees and his commandments that I am commanding you, so that your days may 

be long.  Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe them diligently, so that it may go well 

with you, and so that you may multiply greatly in a land flowing with milk and honey, 

as the LORD, the God of your ancestors, has promised you. 

Hear, O Israel: The LORD is our God, the LORD alone.  You shall love the LORD your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your might.  Keep these 

words that I am commanding you today in your heart.  Recite them to your children 

and talk about them when you are at home and when you are away, when you lie 

down and when you rise.  Bind them as a sign on your hand, fix them as an emblem 

on your forehead,  and write them on the doorposts of your house and on your 

gates.           Deuteronomy 6:1-9 

    

 

This is the word of the Lord 

All  Thanks be to God. 

 
 

Prayers of Penitence 

 

Come, Holy Spirit of God, 

All   and search our hearts with the light of Christ. 

 

Our Lord Jesus Christ said: The first commandment is this: 

‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God is the only Lord. 

You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, 

with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ 

The second is this: ‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ 

 
 

 

 



Lord, We confess to you our neglect of your commandments. 

You made us your people and asked for our loving commitment,  

But we have turned away, denied you by our actions,  

and made other things more important. 

Lord have mercy 

All Lord have mercy 

 

You told us to love our neighbour as we love ourselves.  

But we hurt others and fail to do the good we can do. 

Forgive us our wrong doing, thinking, and speaking; 

Christ have mercy 

All Christ have mercy 

 

You commanded us to teach our children and grandchildren  

of your saving love and to go and glorify your name in all the world.  

But we have forgotten the importance of this  

and allowed the world to turn salvation into another lifestyle choice. 

Lord have mercy 

All Lord have mercy 

 

May the God of love and power 

Have mercy on the weak efforts of our hearts, 

Forgive us our sins 

heal and strengthen us by his Spirit, 

and raise us to new life in Christ our Lord. 

All   Amen. 

 

In thanksgiving and love we praise our God: 

 

Glory to God for his saving love that brings his people peace.  

Glory to God for coming among us in flesh and in spirit. 

Glory to God for teaching us the way of his commandments. 

Glory to God for our redemption by the cross. 

Glory to God for breaking the iron grip of death 

Glory to God that Christ is Lord of heaven and earth: 

 

 

 

 

 



My life flows on in endless song;  

Above earth's lamentation, 

I hear the sweet, though far-off hymn  

That hails a new creation; 

Through all the tumult and the strife  

I hear the music ringing; 

It finds an echo in my soul—  

How can I keep from singing? 

 

What though my joys and comforts die?  

The Lord my Saviour liveth; 

What though the darkness gather round?  

Songs in the night he giveth. 

No storm can shake my inmost calm  

While to that rock I’m clinging; 

Since Christ is Lord of heaven and earth,  

How can I keep from singing? 

 

 
Words: Robert Wadsworth Lowry (1826-1899), based on Psalm 145

 

Gospel Reading 

 

 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John 

 All Glory to you, O Lord 

 

Jesus said: “If you love me, you will keep my commandments.  And I will ask the 

Father, and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you forever.  This is the 

Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor 

knows him. You know him, because he abides with you, and he will be in you. 

 “I will not leave you orphaned; I am coming to you.  In a little while the world will 

no longer see me, but you will see me; because I live, you also will live.  On that day 

you will know that I am in my Father, and you in me, and I in you.  They who have 

my commandments and keep them are those who love me; and those who love me 

will be loved by my Father, and I will love them and reveal myself to them.”  

 Judas (not Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will reveal yourself to us, 

and not to the world?”  Jesus answered him, “Those who love me will keep my 



word, and my Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home 

with them.  Whoever does not love me does not keep my words; and the word that 

you hear is not mine, but is from the Father who sent me.” 

John 14:15-24 

 

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

All Praise to you, O Christ. 

 

 

Reflection 

The Revd Canon Sarah Brown, Missioner 

 

Affirmation of Faith 

 

Moses says of God’s commandments “The person who does these things will 

live by them.”  

Jesus shows us how we cannot do them in our own strength but only with trust 

that welcomes God to go to work and set things right for us. This is the heart 

of our faith.  This is salvation.  

Paul says “If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.  For it is with 

your heart that you believe and are justified.” 

 

And so we affirm: 

 

Jesus is Lord. 

All Jesus is Lord 

cf Romans 10 

 

Anthem 

sung by members of the Cathedral choir from their homes 

 

If ye love me, keep my commandments.  

And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter,  

that he may bide with you for ever;  even the Spirit of truth. 

 
 Words: John 14: 15–16  

   Music: Thomas Tallis (c. 1505-1585)        

 



                                                                                                         

Intercessions 

led by Joanne Gibson, a member of the Cathedral congregation 

 

Your commandment to love is written in our hearts; 

All may our lives be love lived in your name 

 

 

The Lord’s Prayer 

 

In faith and trust, let us pray the prayer our Saviour taught us: 

  

All  Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power,  

and the glory are yours 

now and for ever.   

Amen. 

 

The Peace 

 

 

Jesus said “Those who love me will keep my word, and my father will 

love them and we will come to them and make our home with 

them…Peace I leave with you. My peace I give to you.” 

 

  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

All  And also with you. 

 

 

A sign of peace may be shared. 

 



Reflection: If you love me… 

  

A candle is lit 

 

Jesus says “If you love me, you will keep my commandments”  

This is no stick and carrot approach to following a set of rules by rote. 

This is personal. Love me. Keep my commandments.  

This is about relationship. Walk with me; follow me; treasure me; meditate on what I 

have said; Decide for me; Live for me; and we will both know that you love me. 

 

  I need your Holy Spirit 

All  to take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

 

Praise is your command. Let my life overflow with ceaseless praise  

as I respond to your creation, your generous love and your saving grace.  

 

I cannot do this alone. I need your Holy Spirit 

All  to take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

 

Work is your command. May the everyday work of my hands  

be given for you and not simply viewed as a means to my own ends.  

Let my work build up neighbourhood, society, community. 

 

I cannot do this alone. I need your Holy Spirit 

All  to take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

 

Making disciples is your command. Let my song be always of you  

and for you. Even in this strange time where singing is hard  

let me sing your song. And when I’m not singing, 

let my lips share your good news with those who need to hear. 

 

I cannot do this alone.  I need your Holy Spirit 

All  to take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Right use of wealth is your command.  

Let me learn to use my money and possessions generously and wisely, giving to 

those in need  

and building up the work of your church in the world. 

 

I cannot do this alone. I need your Holy Spirit 

All  to take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

 

Wisdom and knowledge are your command. The Scripture is your Word.  Help me 

to treasure it, learn from it and hear your voice.  

Help me to love your word.  

May I use my intellect and creativity to know and teach more of you. 

 

I cannot do this alone. I need your Holy Spirit 

All  to take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

 

Free-will obedience is your command. Help me to submit to your ways and quell the 

murmurs of my self-will.  

Let me desire nothing more  

than to give you sovereignty over my whole heart.  

 

I cannot do this alone. I need your Holy Spirit 

All  to take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

 

Above all, Love is your command.  

Love for you, my Lord and my God, and love for all your people. Unconditional, 

gracious love to transform this world  

in response to your boundless love for me and for all creation. 

This is the hardest thing of all.  

 

I cannot do this alone. I need your Holy Spirit 

All to take my life and let it be consecrated, Lord to thee 

 

“Do this to remember me” is your command. In the absence of building, gathering 

and sacrament we rely on homely physical reminders of bread and wine.  

 

We cannot do this together. We need your Holy Spirit 

All to take our lives and let them be consecrated, Lord, to thee. 

Amen 

 



Hymn 

 

 
 

Take my life, and let it be 

consecrated, Lord, to thee; 

take my moments and my days, 

let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 

Take my hands, and let them move 

at the impulse of thy love; 

take my feet, and let them be 

swift and beautiful for thee. 

 

Take my voice, and let me sing 

always, only, for my King; 

take my lips, and let them be 

filled with messages from thee. 

 

Take my silver and my gold, 

not a mite would I withhold; 

take my intellect, and use 

every power as thou shalt choose. 

 

Take my will and make it thine; 

it shall be no longer mine. 

take my heart, it is thine own; 

it shall be thy royal throne. 

 

Take my love; my Lord, I pour 

at thy feet its treasure store; 

take my self, and I will be 

ever, only, all for thee.

Words: Frances Ridley Havergal (1836–1879) 

Tune: Nottingham  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Poem 
 

Unless the eye catch fire, 

The God will not be seen. 

Unless the ear catch fire 

The God will not be heard. 

Unless the tongue catch fire 

The God will not be named. 

Unless the heart catch fire, 

The God will not be loved. 

Unless the mind catch fire, 

The God will not be known. 
William Blake (1757-1827) 

from Pentecost 

 

 

Let us give thanks. Thank you Lord, that, just as you promised your first 

disciples in the upper room, you ignite our eyes, ears, tongues, minds and 

hearts with the fire of your spirit so that we might know you, love you 

and keep your commands. Amen. 

 

Blessing 
 

 

God the Father, 

by whose glory Christ was raised from the dead, 

strengthen you to keep his commandments; 

and the blessing of God almighty, 

the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, 

be among you and remain with you always 

All  Amen. 

 

Go in the peace of Christ, Alleluia. 

All Thanks be to God, Alleluia.  
 

 
Common Worship material included in this service is © The Archbishops’ Council. 


